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UNTOLD FACTS IN 
THE FORRESTAL 
CASE 



Not just a shocker or a 
- problem novel, but a 
human drama of j j 
tremendous 
force 



r r the twenty months since the 
destruction of James Vincent 
Forrestal, there has been a creep- 
ing realization in this country 
that what happened was much 
more than a poignant personal 
tragedy — that it was an historic 
national disaster in which a pa- 
triot with vision was allowed to 
be done to death by lesser men. 

The disaster is made apparent 
by events. Louis Johnson, for 
whose accommodation Forrestal 
was destroyed, has been loaded 
with sins and chased into the 
friar patch. We have suffered 
Rlirty thousand casualties in 
Korea who might have been 
spared had Forrestal’s policies 
Prevailed. Thoughtful Americans 
ye, therefore, remembering that 



crucifiers and their cloak-holders 
— at those whom Time Magazine 
identified as “disgruntled poli- 
ticians, Communists, Zionists, 
and gossip columnists,” and 
whom The Saturday Evening Post 
labeled an ill-assorted group of 
ideological libertarians.’ 

Much of the truth has thus far 
been suppressed, but the ghost of 
Jim Forrestal is not going to be 
laid until there are reasonable 
answers to such questions as 
these : 

Why was the attack on For- 
restal so reckless and sadis- 
tically savage? 

Why have his papers been 
/ held secret? 

Where is the report of those 
who investigated his death? 

Why was the deposed De- 
fense Secretary held a virtual 
prisoner at Bethesda Naval 
Hospital — a prisoner who 



• This is a new kind of novel about 
Negroes. It is the story of a family 
on the way up ... of Martha John- 
son, who planned and saved, and 
molded a wonderful future; and 
her weak but beloved husband 
Tom, a college graduate, yet 
strangely willing to work as a 
Pullman porter. 

But most of all this is the fright- 
ening story of their adolescent son 
— Taffy, who was to inherit the 
fruits of his mother's struggle — 
Taffy, who wanted to be happy in 
his new middle-class life, but was 
drawn helplessly back into the life 
of knife-fights, petty crime, and 
orgiastic parties. $ 3-00 
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could not be visited by his own 

priest? 

The American people can ex- 
pect some of the truth within the 
next few months. Unless the Ad- 
ministration can prevent it, there 
will be a Congressional investiga- 
tion. There will be publication 
of such of the Forrestal papers as 
can be wrested from a Defense 
Department now headed by Gen- 
eral George C. Marshall. Mean- 
while, this most recent evidence 
gathered by The Mercury may be 
helpful. 

The Communists, both Ameri- 
can and European, had good rea- 
son to hate Jim Forrestal: he 
hated them. He emerged from the 
Second War dedicated to the de- 
struction of Communism. He had 
opposed every concession to bring 
Russia into the war against 
Japan. He fought General Mar- 
shall’s effort to force Chiang Kai- 
shek to coalesce with the Chinese 
Communists. He battled those 
men in the State Department who 
tried to give the Mediterranean 
to Russia. Forrestal sat ut 



figuring ways to fight 
msts. And he was not only will- 
ing to fight them fairly: he was 
willing to fight their way. 

In December, 1947, when 
France was paralyzed by a gen- 
eral transportation strike, For- 
restal summoned his most trusted 
Friends to Washington. He told 



them that necessity . 

the use of dollars in fc Ur * lr> ‘ 
bribes. He explained that Pi 1 ' 
spent all of the Defense ,) 
ment’s “non-voucherab| c ( u A Vr * 
as well as much of |„ , : ‘- 

money, and that more w .vn f> * 

His friends produced ?- >t) , 
mediately; the money \v a ! ’ 
that night to Paris by nn ^ :,r * 
can intelligence officer and • 
next day to a prominent U . l f ‘ * 
nist leader. The strike !’*■ 
within twelve hours. 

During the Italian c |ecri„ n , „ 
the Spring of u >} x, \\ 
acred in the same forrhrijl , * 

ner. We have taken mud, ^ 
for our part in that first 
victory of the West over rh c |>, " 
We prayed, we wrote leu C r* . 
sent food, we promised Tri C xr. ' 
the Italians — and our side •, 

But we might have lost lui , 
Forrestal spent private fund, 
his own responsibility. 

When the Italian campaign wi> 
hottest, he again summoned . ' 
friends. He warned that :hecl 
tion would be lost unlcss-doJU- 
were used to overmatch Red pa* 
ments to Italian propaganda, 
His friends produced, in one I 



upwards of $100,000 in cash, x - 
this was carried by a New V. r» 
attorney and paid out in the rr.tr 
effective manner. 

Before he permitted large. dolUr 
contributions to the De Gaqv 
campaign fund, Forrestal received 
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that never, under any 
C.ut.inccs. would De Gasperi 
", Communists in his govern- 
;f ‘ " This was at a time when 

, ^ncies of our government 
sVill advocating a coalition 
‘;,h Communists in China. 

A lcll the Defense Secretary 
‘ reminded that he might suffer 

consequences if his activi- 

f cfC made public, he replied: 
; >m - c worry about that. These 
. nines that demand personal 
* w I 4l ,| ready to take any con- 
* ur nces of this action." 
j. : uldition to finance, For- 
. I .,|so employed deception. 

. lud no authority to give 
\r»cr,can tanks to the Italians, 
he was, with authority, ship- 
. M ,.inks to Greece. He, there- 
v:-. arranged for freighters 
h-.l with Greece-bound tanks 
r , • refuel" at Naples, and while 
J;. t . ships were "refueling," 

\ icncan troops in civilian 
vines "broke in" the tanks by 
rjving them down Italian streets 
t n parades with Italian soldiers, 
.•ha* giving the impression that 
hr tanks had been delivered to 
Italy. 

After the election a Cardinal 
»hcn residing in Rome declared: 
The Communists blame Mr. 
Jjrrcstal for this defeat. They 
kave marked him as their No. x 
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hated 

restal because he hit 
they are weakest: in the venality 
of their own members. He showed 
them that two can play their 
game of justifying means with 
ends. 

A complete report on this 
phase of Forrestal s tremendous 
activity will be instructive ... 
and it will also explain some of 
the “sadistic savagery” of the at- 
tack on him. 

While the Communists were 
plotting his political, if not his ^ 
physical, death, Forrestal in- 
curred the hatred of American 
Zionists. According to th e Nation, 
the Zionists “deplored Forrestal’s 
apparent willingness to place the 
oil of the Near East above the re- 
quirements of political justice in 
Palestine.” 

Forrestal explained his position 
in a letter: “If we are to safeguard 
Western civilization in this crisis, 
the British and American fleets 
must have free access to Near 
Eastern oil. That is a fact, how- 
ever unpleasant it may be. When 
there is a crisis aboard a sub- 
marine, we close bulkhead doors 
and drown a third of the crew in 
order to save the other two- 
thirds. I am interested in political 
justice in Palestine, but this in- 
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terest must remain secondary to 
my primary interest which is the 
protection of America and the 
West from the gravest threat we 
have ever faced. No minority has 
the right to jeopardize this na- 
tion for its own selfish interest.*’ 

The Defense Secretary invited 
more Leftist animosity When he 
opposed the “Morgenthau Plan” 
for the destruction of German in- 
dustry. The plan is now almost 
universally acknowledged to have 
been ridiculous. 

These twin positions caused a 
number of writers and commenta- 
tors, including Drew Pearson and 
Walter Winchell, to join in what 
The Saturday Evening Post de- 
scribed as “reckless and sadis- 
tically savage” attacks on For- 
restal. 

Despite the Zionist hatred of 
Forrestal, when the private money 
was being raised for the Italian 
and French crises, ForrestaTs 
Jewish friends contributed ea- 
gerly and generously. 

In the fall of 1948, the rest of 
the United States was engaged 
in a political campaign, but For- 



restal was engaged in a ca _ 
against the Kremlin. It was the 
year of the Italian elections, the 
French strikes, the continuing 
unification battle, the Berlin 
blockade. Forrestal, with his in- 
credible energy, worked night 
and day, including Sundays. In 
ten years in Washington he had 



three days vacation. He kr.^ 
from intelligence reports that 7^ 
Russians had ventured the ft- 
blockade because the Un ^ 
States was in the turmoil cf J 
election. He wanted despenr 7 
to keep the Defense Depan rr- 
out of the political campaign 

Forrestal was a Democrat :j 
father, an Irish Catholic conn; 
tor at Beacon, N. Y., had K.l 
a “Cleveland man.” Jim j , 
restal, at Princeton, and dur -; 
the years when he had made h.7 
self a millionaire in Wall Srn * 
had remained a Democrat i-. 
a party contributor. At Re-.- 
velt’s invitation he had resi; :: 
his $i8o,ooo-a-year job in js; 
and plunged into public strv.* 
with all his characteristic entrr 
He was admired by such divert 
individuals as Harold kle» - . 
John D. Rockefeller Jr. 

Forrestal ’s relations with Tr. 
man were friendly but not u;— 
Forrestal was no poker pk'** 
no political opportunist, no p 
fessional Legionnaire, no pc 
titioner of the expedient: he v - 
busy and serious. It is pres-- 
that he, with his first-rare 
and immense, world- wide cxrtr 
ence, was somewhat contemr 
ous of Truman, but he oevr? tt 
vealedit. Instead, even whef - 
President flatly refused to sopp** 
the $i7-biilion budget for r * 
services^ Forrestal did oe: t&P 
but remained loyal. 
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" ^However, as Defense Secretary 
so dangerous a period, For- 
was convinced that he 
jjjould not take an active role in 
gying to re-elect Truman. This 
cor.iged the political gang around 
tiie White House. They reasoned 
m this manner: they needed 
money ; Forrestal was the big shot 
ro the Cabinet,* he was a million- 
aire Wall Streeter; he had rich 
friends; he ought to raise money 
for Truman. 

Thus began the slanders and 
libels that Forrestal was disloyal 
to Truman; that he had contrib- 
uted nothing to the campaign; 
chat he had made a deal with 
Dewey. All of these were lies. He 
was completely loyal. He con- 
tributed $6,000 of his own money 
to the campaign; he asked a num- 
ber of his friends to contribute. 
Truman knew of his contribution; 
w did Louis Johnson. Two rep- 
utable Republicans can testily 
that he refused to discuss even the 
possibility of his remaining in a 
Dewey Cabinet. But dedicated as 
he was to the war against Com- 
fcttnism, he did refuse to black- 
Uck Defense Department sup- 
pers for campaign funds. 

Ooe White House pseudo-mili- 
tary figure remarked: “Yeah, that 
j^h s. 0> b bas raised a million 
to buy votes in Europe, but 
*-8*y*ng us chicken feed to buy 
, for Truman.” 

•/ ft would, perhaps, have been 



better for the country if Forrestal 
had called in his wealthy friends 
and explained that he had to 
raise a million dollars in order to 
safeguard his job. But he didn't; 
Louis Johnson did; so Johnson 
became the candidate of the Mis- 
souri Gang for Defense Secretary. 

The day after Truman’s inaugu- 
ration in 194a the campaign to 
[ ‘get Forrestal " was thrown into 
ligh gear. The country has sel- 
lom seen its like. The Commu- 
nists, the “ideological libertar- 
ians,” the Missouri Gang and 
the columnists m ann ed the mud 
I buckets. 

I Forrestal was accused of having 
defrauded the Government in a 
tax case. He was, of course, a 
Fascist, a warmonger, a racist, 
a bedfellow of I. G. Farben and 
the German cartelists, he bathed 
in oil — Near Eastern variety — 
and he smirked over the murder 
of Jewish babies by Arabs. He 
was a renegade Catholic; and, as 
a climax, Pearson reported that 
he was a personal coward, that 
he had once abandoned his wife to 
burglars and run out of the back 
of the house. 

At the height of the campaign / 
a New York publicity agent was 
heard reassuring a client: "Don’t 
woijy: that sonofabitch'll crack 
up in thirty days. He can’t take 
what we’re dishing out to him." 

Why was it necessary for them 
to discredit Forrestal? He had 











tendered the customary resigna- 
tion to Truman. Why didn’t Tru- 
man just .accept his resignation? 

There are two .explanations. 
In the first place, Truman had 
frightened Johnson by vacillat- 
ing. When Forrestal had visited 
Truman after the inauguration, 
expecting to be fired, Trumap had 
surprised him by saying: “Jim, 

I want you to stay with me. I 
know what you’re doing, and I 
want you to stay on and complete 
the job. You have my complete 
support.” 

Truman kept stalling Johnson 
during January and February, and 
there was one bitter night for 
Johnson in New York when 'he 
was convinced that Truman, like 
Roosevelt, had betrayed him and 
that he wouldn’t get the job. 

So, in the first place, Forrestal 
had to be discredited in order to 
safeguard the job for Johnson; 
and, in the second place, he had 
to be discredited in order to make 
it "politically safe” for Truman 
to fire him. In present-day poli- 
tics you can’t fire a man without 
first maligning him. 

Under different circumstances 
Forrestal probably would not 
have been upset by vituperation. 
But he was now a dedicated man; 
he was emotionally involved in 
his crusade to make this country 
strong. He regarded Truman and 
Johnson as political opportunists, 
neither of whom would hesitate 



to trim sail in an adverse \rjai 
He didn’t believe that cither Trt 
man or Johnson understood t " 
realities of the world confix? 
He had dedicated himself to . 
ing to increase this cour.rn * 
armed force; he had defied t 1 * 
pressure groups; and he tel*, ^ u 
correctly, that Truman and J Or 
son would yield to the prr**- 
groups and actually Jecruit : 
country’s armed force. 

This, of course, is ex.ictl v w\ 
Truman and Johnson did — & 
Forrestal was destroyed - ^ 
this is the essence of the Forrr * 
tragedy. 

The conflict raged through J.-* 
uary, February and NlarJ:, : 
by the middle of January. \ 
restal’s friends had begun ngh: 
back. They spent $35,000 tr ' 
to counteract the Wmchell-Pc-* 
son campaign. 

Forrestal’s friends also w 
to divide the pressure group 1 
National Association for :h. \ 
vancement of Colored Pcopi. 
been brought in against Forrs>t. 
with Walter White charginr • 
the Defense Secretary Ha .1 
layed the end of segregate* 
the armed forces.” To counter - 
this, the Urban League, ano: 
organization aiding the 
of Negroes, came vigoro^;? 
Forrestal' s defense. The 1 *? 
League had assisted Form., 
combatting Communism 
Negroes on our ships. 
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^ Responsible publishers tried to 
¥&ae to Forrestal’s aid. Eugene 
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; ifryer dropped Pearson’s anti- 
fpnrstal columns from the Wash- 
er: on Post. 

vr fccause Forrestal had been 
reared in a Catholic home, then 
d drifted away from the church 
ifij jnarried a divorcee, he was 
attacked as a "renegade Catho- 
5 k.’* The o ffice of Cardinal Speli- 
jufl, which perhaps had not been 
sorely unaware of Forrestal’s 
c£rcrive efforts in Europe, rallied 
w his defense. To show that the 
Jiurch backed Forrestal, it was 
tftt planned to award him an 
Jsooontry degree at Fordham, but 
tfcr* couldn’t be done until May, 
cJ Forrestal needed help in 
^arch. So it was hastily arranged 
■ct him to address the Friendly 
of Sr. Patrick in New York 
ob St. Patrick’s Day. 

At the Sc. Patrick’s Day dinn er, 
Ivlina] Spellman, lauding For- 
mal, went to the unusual extent 
H Zoning universal military 
turning If the Defense Secretary, 

I Ordinal said in effect, be- 
-tt-s that this measure is neces- 
m this grave hour, then he 
support. 

^P^stal s address was a sad 
J? 1 . 0r a fter ten weeks of such 
he was a fading man. 
had demanded his resig- 
^^^Jthin fortv-eight hours. 

t&tgPiuoa to be 
first, but he wanted it 
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in hand within forty-eight hours, 
rorrestal’s first decision was to 
state his case in a long letter and 
re ease it to the press, and he 
asked his advisers in New York 
to prepare such a letter. Then he 
changed his mind and dictated his 
own brief resignation. 

During March Forrestal ap- 
*ared dazed and depressed. His 
lends thought he might have 
been drugged. He talked sadly 
about how America was going 
the way of France; he predicted 
that American troops would be 
fighting within a year. 

He showed interest when 
friends discussed with him the 
proposed purchase of the New 
Yojk Sun. It was their plan to 
make him editor of the Sun so 
that he could continue his fight 
to arm America against the Soviet 
threat. When he went to Florida 
it was with the understanding 
that he would become editor of 
the Sun after his recuperation. 

On April first Forrestal at- 
tended the mammoth swearing-in 
ceremonies for Johnson. He wept 
openly. The President insisted on 
decorating him — and Forrestal 
wept while the President was 
pinning on the medal, for he con- 
sidered the gesture an insult. He 
walked back with Admiral Den- 
feld, weeping, and he told the 
Admiral that he was going down 
to Florida to play some golf. 

On April fifth, there was a tele- 
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Jncted by Henry Forrestal. 

. Forrestal was admitted to the 



bospiral by Captain B. W. Hogan, 
and Captain Hogan noted that 
Forrestal insisted on being listed 
as a Catholic. Hjs first request 
was to see Father Sheehy. This 
request was noted by Captain 
Hogan, but for reasons not yet 
* explained. Captain Raines, the 
psychiatrist in charge, refused 
this request. 

^ On April nth, Henry Forrestal 
visited the hospital and talked 
with his brother as well as with 
Captains Hogan and Raines. 

‘Jim looked much better than 
I expected, Henry Forrestal re- 
calls. “His eyes seemed clear; he 
was sharp and incisive. He told 
me: ‘I'll be all right. We’ll pull 
out of this.’ ** * 

What worried Henry Forrestal 
was the confinement in Bethesda. 
He told Captains Hogan and 
Raines: “What my brother needs 
ts not to be cooped up up there on 
the 1 6 th floor. He needs to be on 
ij? estate somewhere, among 
pends, where he can walk arouna 
ui the. sun. He has been an ex- 
tfcediflgly active man." 

Mr- Forrestal asked Captain 
^tnes: “Is my brother funda- 
mentally okay?" Captain Raines 
^pwered: “Yes." 



Henry Forrestal also told the 
fetors that his brother wished 
® talk with Father Sheehy. Cap- 
Hogan replied, according to 
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Mr. Forrestal: "Yes, he has 
asked to see the Father several 
times And, 0 f course, he will.” 

On May I0 th, nth and nth, 
Henry Forrestal again visited 
the hospital. Meanwhile, Father 
-iheehy had visited the hospital 
six times, each time asking to be 
allowed to see Forrestal and each 
time being denied permission by 
Captain Raines. 

Henry Forrestal confronted 
Captain Raines and requested an 
explanation. Captain Raines, ac- 
cording to Mr. Forrestal, ad- 
mitred that Forrestal had asked to 
see the priest. But Captain Raines 
wanted the priest to wait. 

How long do you want to 
wait doctor?" Mr. Forrestal 
asked. ‘We have waited five 
weeks. Delays in such cases can 
be dangerous. Have you ever 
heard of a case where being vi- 
sited by a clergyman has hurt a 
man?" 

Father Sheehy, who is built 
along the lines of a Notre Dame 
fullback, is no man to be put off 
easily. After arguments with Cap- 
tain Raines, Father Sheehy got 
the impression that Raines was 
under some sort of orders in the 
case, so he went to John L. Sulli- 
van, Secretary of the Navy. Sulli- 
van called Dr. Raines and was 
assured that Father Sheehy could 
see the patient “in time.” 

Henry Forrestal was also deter- 
mined to obtain his brother’s 
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release from Bethesda. He felt Jim Forrestal receive !,i„, 
that if he could get Forrestal out m the Church and nut |„. , 

in the sun, on some estate, and at ease with the oldest and im . 
allow Father Sheehy to talk with reliable medicine known , ;;j . 

hi „ .h.. h« —h ««. 

quickly. 
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Father Sheehy, in opposing Dr. 
Raines, recalled statements by Dr. 
lung to the effect that “out of 
hundreds of patients there was 
not one whose problem in the 

. .Is.ir nf finnllllT 



His blood is on the 
those who kept me troth 
him.“ 

Dr. Raines has nothim to 
though a formal demand \u 
made on the Navy by nicmbc 
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“a°st resort' "waTnotThat of finding Congress for an cxplan 4 
a religious outlook on life." And why^ Forrestal was denied 
again: “No patient has been 
really healed who did not regain 
his religious outlook.” 

For Sunday, May twenty-sec- 
ond, Henry Forrestal had a travel 
reservation to Washington He 
was going to make another effort 
to obtain his brother’s release 
from Bethesda. 

But it was too late. At 1:45 
a. m. on Sunday, May twenty- 
second, Jim Forrestal escaped 
from his sixteenth floor prison to 

his death. . . A 

When he was buried in Ar- 
lington, Truman declared: This 

great American was M truly a 
casualty of the war as if he had 

died on the firing line.” 

Father Sheehy declares: Had 

v I been allowed to see my friend, 
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comfort of his friend and • 
adviser. 

Meanwhile, the peoph - . 
United States have p.n ! | f; j 
for the political uppnru 
which destroyed Forrt_st.il ; 
few years perhaps a monu:*. 
may be erected to him, 4 • 
suitable inscription might 
“Here lies a patriot • 
possessed vision. In a j\>rt 
crisis for his nation, wlur 
ocrity was enthroned in Wi 
ington, he stood forth .. * > 
rate mind, a dedicated 
an inspiring Renaissance : 
who understood the real.* 
the world in which he !i d. 
who, scorning opportunist,- • 
his energy, his mind, an* 

life/’ WILLIAM UKADU). i; m 
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T iir.y stand three-deep in 
mijfown Manhattan bars t 
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his hair tr 
washes hh 
liquor, rol 
cabs, keep 
to his bu> 
dough — e 
on (jmagir 
is pregnant 
that the m. 



the 
j these 

and in the tonier bars in 
big city in America — look- 
NtuJiouslv unhappy but re- 
.er.fly shaved and quite clean. 

are all, every suffering, sad- 
tiird out* of them, underground 

ificv mvn up to this themselves, serious An 
« • h no urging. And they are not that every , 
-, r n j>oor but earnest students in up and pluc 

goodies an< 
erything h 
cleaned rec 
hired help; 
at has its j 
thanTjot he 
He is twe 
thirty-two 
War ITs ans 



:»\r romantic nineteenth century 
triJit ion of poor but earnest stu- 
not even bohemians using 
• K tir souls for punching bags in 
twobv-four curtainless, carpet- 
i w losets and living on what a 
at!! bred rat would disdain; not 
■no threadbare government clerks 
wxy Dostoyevsky’s original 
Jd ni l government cJerk. eration. But 
ic inkwell and cough- he is not a ( 
rt m his vodka. “ ‘ * 

[nderground Man Model 1950 the chfps fi 
* T,ri * u ‘* bu X* shoeshines, £ e \ s S, 
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